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RE: Response To Request For Information Pursuant To Section 
104 of CERCLA 

Dear Sandra: 

This l e t t e r responds to EPA's request f o r information 
l e t t e r , issued pursuant to Section 104 of CERCLA, regarding the 
East Helena S i t e (the "Site") which was received by ASARCO 
Incorporated ("Asarco") on A p r i l 9, 1990. S p e c i f i c a l l y , EPA has 
inqui r e d about the source, extent and nature of the release or 
threatened release of hazardous substances, p o l l u t a n t s or 
contaminants, or hazardous wastes r e l a t e d to the z i n c plant which 
Asarco purchased from the Anaconda Minerals Company i n 1972. EPA 
has requested Asarco respond to two questions and to supply any 
and a l l p e r t i n e n t documentation. 

The f i r s t question i s stated as follows: 

Does Asarco have any records or documentation of process 
f l u i d s , l i n e s , pipes, ditches, or other c i r c u i t s that 
conveyed process f l u i d s t o , from, or between the zin c fuming 
plant and any of the present or former process ponds at the 
S i t e . I f a v a i l a b l e , also provide any information regarding 
the c o n s t i t u e n t s , i n p a r t i c u l a r metals concentrations, of 
those f l u i d s . 

According to a v a i l a b l e documentation, the z i n c fuming f a c i l i t y 
d i d withdraw water from Lower Lake and discharge water back i n t o 
Lower Lake from 1927 through 1982. Asarco has located s e v e r a l 
engineering drawings d e p i c t i n g various aspects of the z i n c 
f a c i l i t y operations which confirm t h i s withdrawal from and the 
discharge to Lower Lake. Engineering Drawing HG-5, dated August 
2, 1927 and attached as E x h i b i t 1, i d e n t i f i e s the general layout 
of the Anaconda s l a g p l a n t water system as w e l l as the withdrawal 
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and discharge points for Lower Lake. The water handling system 
at Anaconda's zinc fuming f a c i l i t y i s shown i n greater d e t a i l i n 
Engineering Drawing HG-4, dated August 2, 1927 and attached as 
Exhibit 2. Photographs taken of the zinc f a c i l i t y , dated 
November 25, 1939 and August 13, 1954, copies of which are 
attached as Exhibits 3 and 4 respectively, depict d i s t i n c t water 
discharges from the zinc fuming plant to Lower Lake. These 
discharges are indicated with arrows on each of the two 
photographs. 

Later engineering drawings also confirm Anaconda's practice 
of discharging water to Lower Lake. Engineering Drawing HG-17, 
dated March 17, 1961 and attached as Exhibit 5, i d e n t i f i e s t h i s 
same discharge. Engineering Drawing HG-20, dated October 20, 1963 
and attached as Exhibit 6, i l l u s t r a t e s Anaconda's expansion of 
the zinc fuming water handling system. The expansion entailed 
replacing the former 2,000 gallons per minute ("gpm") pump with a 
larger 5,000 gpm pump. 

Also attached as Exhibit 7 i s an A p r i l 7, 1975 chemical 
analyses of the constituents of both the intake and discharge 
waters of the zinc fuming f a c i l i t y . The samples were taken pr i o r 
to discharge of process waters to lower lake by the lead 
f a c i l i t y . Therefore, the results of the analyses demonstrate the 
nature and extent of the zinc fuming operation's contribution of 
metals (copper, lead, zinc, iron, and cadmium) as well as arsenic 
to Lower Lake. 

EPA's second request for information i s stated as follows: 

Does Asarco have any records or documentation of "contact 
water" being produced or used i n any manner by the zinc 
plant, during any portion of i t s existence from 1927 to 
1982? I f so, what was the fate of th i s "contact water"? 

("contact water" i s herein used to refer to any f l u i d used 
in the smelting or fuming processes that came into d i r e c t 
contact with metal-bearing materials or by-products of the 
zinc fuming processes, including washdown water or water 
used to suppress dust at the zinc plant) 

Asarco has been unable to locate any records or documentation 
which confirm "contact water" was either produced or used i n any 
manner by the zinc fuming f a c i l i t y at any time during the course 
of i t s existence from 1927 to 1982. 

Asarco has conducted a complete search for the information 
EPA has requested and i s continuing to examine i t s records and 



0200657 

Sandra R. Moreno, Esq. 
Page 3 
A p r i l 16, 1990 

documents for any further information. I f additional materials 
are located, Asarco w i l l immediately provide these to EPA. 

We have attached a telecopy of the executed notarized 
c e r t i f i c a t e ; the o r i g i n a l w i l l be hand delivered to you tomorrow, 
A p r i l 17, 1990. I f you have any questions regarding Asarco's 
response to EPA's request for information, please do not hesitate 
to contact me or Jon C. Nickel at 406-227-7191. 

cc: Mr. D. Scott Brown 
Michael D. Goodstein, Esq. 
William 0. Hart, Esq. 
Mr. J. B. Davis V 
Mr. Jon C. Nickel S 
Frank H. Morison, Esq. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

Peter W. Downing 
for HOLLAND & HART 
Attorneys for ASARCO Incorporated 
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NOTARIZED CERTIFICATE 

I ( Willi an 0. Hart , having been duly aworn and 
being of legal age, hereby stata; 

1. I an the person authorized by te**CO Incorporated 

to respond to the Environmental Protection Agency's 
(EPA's) request for information concerning the East 
Helena Smelter Site in East Helena, Montana. 

2. To the best of my Knowledge, I havs made a complete and 
thorough review of all documents, information, and 
sources relevant to the request. 

3. I hereby certify that the attached response to EPA's 
request is, to the best of my knowledge, complete and 
contains all currently available information and 
documents responsive to the request. 

"(signature) 

William 0. Hart 
(Print Name) 

Assistant General Counsel 
(Title) 

Subscribed and sworn to mo this., )(.'" day of flp, 
1990. 

per;-1 urruNETT 
•»!0Ti',r;¥ f»»: U ' i , . " • v - . i t Now Yo.'k 

. . * . - f i • .;i IJI-'V Vet!; (V:i.-;y 

My commission Expires-"*-' 1 •••.»•"•» ^ m 
[SEAL}' • -

- - - - - My address is ifcS £• W Sfca£ 

Notary Public 
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ASARCO H e l e n a Concentra ticm ( ppni) 
T- i h "o- "o- Q e s c r i p t l o n Dafce Cu pb c d Zn 

3-90 1 Lake a t Lead Pl a n t Intake 4/7/75 .023 .30 -01O .14 

999 2 2 i n c P l a n t Discharge b e f o r e 4/7/75 .033 .43 .010 .22 
entry t o l a k e 
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MINING COMPANY. 

A N A C O N D A , M O N T A N A . 

SCALE r'--4(F-&* 

HG-5 



• I t i 

MO. 

5 
M A M mr BATE D E S C R I P T I O N NO. 

T 
M A D E a Y D A T E 

A/on 

D£ SCRIP. 

Wrt/CN Ppl 
OrSccT/c 

WH/CH/S 7/ 

EROMC^IO 

lb "r~"' NORI 

/O'WEST 3t 

FROM "C"7b' 
PO/NT /s /N \ 

LINE FROM "L 

//v FREEZING 

PIPE *Mm- CON 

D E S C R I P T I O N 

DRAWN BY^JMg**, 
TRACED BYJ-jLifc** 
C H E C K E D B Y 

APPROVED— 
I, 

EAST HELL 
W A T E F 

GENERA 
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z 
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D E S C R I P T I O N * T B A T E D E S C R I P T I O N 
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NORMAL WATER LEVEL 
FLEVAT/ON 3300firr. 

COR SEC 36 
T-/O.N R.3W. 

N O T E S ' -

/£ STANDARD PIPE FROM L AXE TO TSINK AND FROM T^NM TO FURNACE 
/£"P/I/ETED STEEL PIPE FROM FURNACE BUILDING BACK TO L AKF. 

DESCRIPTION Or WATER L INES. 
cy .. 'U " . A / 
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ft. 
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r 

SLCMTION Or FLOOR OF 

f~u#NAc£ BUILDING - 3915 FCCT. 

C& \ \ <CJ 

o 
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VECTOR, INC. M 

g 1'QTAL NlCROGRAPHir. SFRVICt *• 
O I 

f • UUL 26 1967 • 
«, D 

H£LWA. Mtm, H N A' T 

B « * / 44M/JQ * 

D R A W N BY — 

T R A C E D B Y — 

C H E C K E D BY-

A P P R O V E D 

j/761 

7 

S 

3 

NO. 

38° OFFSET 9(0 Ei. 
38 ° Lisow 
W s a (S s GATE [ / / ) i ve 

TEE 
VS* LATERAL 

VS° ELL 

N A M E 

A P P R O V E D 

A P P R O V E D 

FA&KICATS /N SHOP Fb# HP? He AT/Q,* 

S 7>=) /y CAH E> -7/?o/v LBOOY 

CAST FlANGEO 

• •r^eouiF SO 

M A T E R I A L 8 D E S C R I P T I O N 

APPROVED 

APPROVED 

£AST HELENA SLAG PLAAIT 
WAT j' A' Sl/PPtf UtVtSiON 

Plf>/H6 AlTiWTlOAiS TO EAC'I /TATE (JS£ Of 

No. J f /Vo. 2 POMPS S/Mc/LTANeousir 

THE ANACONDA 
COMPANY 

E.KST rtE\_EN*. M O N T A N A 

A P P R O V E D 

D A T E O F 
I S S U E 

3 
2/ 

R E Q D 

SCALE 

U 
LTL 
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N O . MADE BY C H E C K E D D A T E D E S C R I P T I O N S
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i 5 
y 6 

E
V

I 7 
oc 8 

\ 
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WE as 
¥ TEE 
3 IS" i A 

2 ¥E° E> 
1 

NO. NA 

APPROVED 

APPROVED 
N O . M A D E * r C H E C K E D DATE D E S C R I P T I O N D A T E 

EAST HELE 1 DRAWN BY ^ - ^ J ? EAST HELE 
2 I TRACED BY 
3 \ CHECKED BY 
A 

— — ' 1 

APPROVED No.Jf/Vo.2 POM 
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PLAN VIE 

TITLE N O . M A O C B Y C H E C K E D D A T E D E S C R I P T I O N 
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REMOVE JO^ECT FEE a 

REi OCA TE HER E 

1//VS ' 

A/o. 2 RUMP , D/P?ECT FECQ 

DIRECT Ft ED L/fs/E FOR NO- I RuMP 

0 

e 

REMOVE 12" Pipe C'cw/v e c n NO A/O./ 

# No. 2 PUMHS. 7/V-STAiL Sl/ND FiA/vSl 

ON SOUTH END OF TEE Asoy£ No. 2 
fa PUMP. IA/STALL I S * EU f C >sc 

1/A/E OK /Vo. j PUMP AS SHOWN 

PLAN VIEW 
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/L P^ 

REMOVE ZD/^ECT Free* LWE 
RELOCATE HERE 

^UMR, D/#Ecr FEZ, L //ve 2-_ 

•:ED Z//VE FOR A/O- / RUME> 
i *pj t 

12" PIPE Co/y/ve C r< A/G A/O./ 
3 Pu,vtHS, 7/vST/jti BI/ND FlA/v&e 
UTH C~A/O OF TEE A&QVE NO. 2 

I AyS TALL ¥5" ElL f P. JSC H/)A;<S>E 

DA/ /Vo. / PUMP AS SHOWN 

.0 



REMOVE 12" PIPE CO/S/VE C T, A/G A/O./ 

# No. 2 Pu/vtrs. 7/vSTPill &JL /NQ PlAA'Si 

OAI SOUTH SAIO OF TEE A&QVE NO. 2 

| PUMP. IAJSTALL ¥5" Sit f IS fSfHAA&E 

L/A/E OA/ A/o. I PUMP AS SHOWN 


